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Viking Bank Announces Merger Agreement
with AmericanWest Bank

By Stephen M. Klein, Kumi Yamamoto Baruffi and
Casey M. Nault
September 9, 2011

Yesterday, our client Viking Bank, Seattle, WA, announced
that it will merge with AmericanWest Bank, Spokane, WA, in
an all cash transaction. Viking had approximately $400
million in assets at June 30, 2011. Click here to see the
news release announcing the transaction.

This transaction marks the third whole bank merger
announced in the Northwest this year, after a long dry spell.
Viking, like many other banks in its market area, has
struggled with the effects of the lingering economic
downturn, but has an attractive branch network and
franchise.

We would be pleased to discuss your comments and
guestions about this transaction and its implications for your
institution and other banks in the Northwest.

For more information on this topic, please contact Stephen
M. Klein (206.340.9648 or sklein@grahamdunn.com) or
Kumi Yamamoto Baruffi (206.340.9676 or
kbaruffi@grahamdunn.com) or Casey M. Nault
(206.903.4808 or cnault@grahamdunn.com).

Cyber-Graham® is published by Graham & Dunn as a service to
clients and other friends. The information contained in this
publication should not be construed as legal advice. Should
further analysis or explanation of the subject matter be required,
please contact the attorneys listed above or the attorney with
whom you normally consult.
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Stephen M. Klein counsels
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related SEC and financing issues.
Applying his experience as a
regulator, he also assists
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enforcement, compliance and
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formation (including private equity
raises), strategic planning, and
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Kumi Yamamoto Baruffi's practice
focuses on mergers and
acquisitions, corporate planning
and governance, and general
business transactions.

Casey M. Nault focuses his
practice on SEC disclosure,
corporate governance and
planning, executive compensation,
general securities law issues,
mergers and acquisitions, and
public and private securities
offerings.
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